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Kismetôs social media is made up of: 

¶ Our website at KismetShriners.org where you can keep up to date on Kismet and SHC activities. You can also 
PAY YOUR DUES ONLINE at http://kismetshriners.org/Pay_Due_Online.php 

¶ Our regular email blasts of upcoming events and newsðsubmit your email address at 
http://kismetshriners.org/EmailSubscribe.php 

¶ Facebook: We host a public-facing page at https://www.facebook.com/KismetShriners and a Nobles-only 
group at https://www.facebook.com/groups/Kismetshriners. No other page is recognized as ours. 

¶ Twitter: https://twitter.com/KismetShrine 

¶ Maptoons: http://www.maptoons.li/hicksville 

Boston patient heads to Las Vegas to serve as ambassador to Shriners Hospitals for Children Open 
This week the Shriners Hospitals for Children Open will tee off in Las Vegas. Along with the professional 
golfers, past and present patients from all the Shriners Hospitals for Children will be on hand to serve as 
ambassadors, share their stories and represent the mission and spirit of our organization. The Boston 
Shriners Hospital is excited to announce that Oliver Hanson will serve as our patient representative. 
Oliver is 13 years old and is in the seventh grade. He lives in Boxford, Massachusetts, with his parents and 
older brother, Tucker. On Christmas Eve, when Oliver was just 21 months old, he pulled over a coffee urn, 
spilling hot coffee on his right leg and both feet. Particularly concerning was his right foot because the coffee 
pooled around his ankle in his pajamas. Upon arrival at Shriners Hospitals for Children ð Boston, it was un-
clear if Oliverôs foot would need to be amputated. His parents recall that the news and expected course of 
treatment was very overwhelming, but they will never forget how the Boston staff put them at ease. Oliver 
required care for the next two years of his life to treat the burns. The team at Shriners Hospital was able to 
save his foot and minimize the scarring. 
Today, Oliver is a happy, healthy and very active teenager. He enjoys rock climbing 
and playing football. Oliver is also quite the animal lover. He has three dogs, one 
bearded dragon and seven koi fish at home. 
The Hanson family remembers what it is like to have a child in the hospital over the 
holidays. To support other families spending Christmas with a sick or injured child, 
they have returned to Shriners Hospitals for Children ð Boston on Christmas Eve to 
bring dinner and spread some holiday cheer. Thatôs what we call Love to the rescue. 
Thank you Oliver for representing our hospital and all our patients at this year's tour-
nament. Good luck to all the players. 

Dec 5thðStated Meeting 

Dec 10thðKismet Holiday Party 

Dec 23rdðCigar Night 

Jan 2ndðStated Meeting / Installation of Officers 

Jan 27thðCigar Night 

Feb 6thðStated Meeting 

Feb 11thðComedy Night 

Illustrious Sir Larry DittmerðPotentate 

Join the Clowns  

Join other Units  

BE INVOLVED!  

BE PROUD!  

BE A SHRINER!  



KISMET½S DIVAN AT A GLANCE 
Potentate Ill Sir Larry Dittmer (Lady Dawn) 

  14 Orchid Road Levittown NY 11756 516-513-0263 larryd@volkertprecision.com  

Chief Rabban   Jeff Arist    tctux@aol.com 

Assistant Rabban  William Bontemps Jr   fazzinaandrea@yahoo.com 

High Priest & Prophet  Robert DiCarlo    wallsatin@aol.com 

Oriental Guide   Steve Schwartz    StevenTSchwartz@gmail.com 

Treasurer   Brian Casasola    bcasasola@optonline.net 

Recorder   Ill. Russell L. Magidson, PP  RLMagidson@gmail.com 

Hospital Transportation  Richard Tscherne   richardslwpk@optonline.net 

Marshal   Franklin Donato 

Captain of the Guard Robert Dawson 

Membership Chairman Glenn Opperman 

Director   Leo Johnson  

Chaplain   Charles V. Bunton 

Events Coordinator  David Rothstein 

Culinary Unit  Bill Lewis 

   Ill Sir Mike Iannone, PP 

Mini Choppers  Oscar Garcia 

   Ill Sir George Heyen, PP 

Yacht Club  Steve Schwartz 

Clowns   Joe Konklewski 

Oriental Band  Ill. Mike Marmo, PP 

Wooden Soldiers  Harrison Greene 

Cabiri   Ill Sir Lou Barazotti, PP 

Bandassador  Christopher Montuori 

Donor Relations  Robert Di Carlo 

Public Relations   ALL Nobles of Kismet 

Fund Raising  ALL Nobles of Kismet 

 

 

 

ñOasisò   Robert Dawson 

   Ill Sir Greg Feldman, PP 

   Ill Sir George Heyen, PP 

Building Management Oscar Garcia  

   John Pecorella 

   Robert Di Carlo 

Photographer  Robert Di Carlo 

Security   Harrison Greene 

Speakers Bureau  Ill. Charles Schueler, PP 

Endowments, Wills and Gifts Ill. Donald Harrison, PP 

Hadji Director  Michael Smith 

First Ceremonial Master Peter Tucker 

Queens-Nassau Shrine Club Oscar Garcia, President 

Trustees (2014-2016) Ill. Mike Marmo, PP 

   Raaj Panday  

Trustees (2015-2017) Ill. Greg Feldman, PP  

   Alphonse (Butch) Gratziose  

Trustees (2016-2018)  

    

Webmaster  Ill. Russell L. Magidson, PP 

Fez Editor  Ill. Russell L. Magidson, PP 

Living Past Potentates: 
Ill. Robert J. Haller, 1988 

Ill. Robert W. Howard, 1992 

Ill. Donald Harrison, 1996 

Ill. Louis F. Barazotti, 1997 

Ill. Charles L. Schueler, Jr., 1998 

Ill. John E. Schwartzman, 2001 

Ill. Robert F. Smith III, 2002 

Ill. George R. Wacob, 2003 

Ill. Kenneth Sussman, 2004 

 

 

Ill. Robert Seldomridge 2005 

Ill. Joseph A. Santillo, 2006 

Ill. Mark Suckle, 2007 

Ill. Edward Chaini, 2008 

Ill. Michael L. Marmo III, 2009 

Ill. Joseph Savaglio, 2011 

Ill. Russell L. Magidson, 2012 

Ill. Michael P. Iannone, 2013 

Ill. Greg Feldman, 2014 

Ill. George Heyen (2015) 

Shriners Hospitals Board Members 
Ill. Lou F. Barazotti, PP (Boston, Emeritus) 

Noble Robert Di Carlo (Philadelphia) 

Ill. Greg Feldman, PP (Boston) 

Ill. Russell L. Magidson, PP (Boston) 

Ill. Joseph Savaglio, PP (Philadelphia, Emeritus) 

Ill. Charles Scheuler, Jr., PP (Philadelphia, Emeritus) 

 



Notes From around the oasis  

Potentate Welcome to Holiday Season 2016! éand with that ï another year has come and gone. It is true what 
they say, that time truly does fly. But, before we usher in a New Year, there are still things happening 
at Kismet. On Monday December 5th is the most important event for all of our Temple ï our Annual 
Elections. Please make every effort to attend and make sure your dues are fully paid up. Our elections 
is where, YOU, our Nobility, choses not only the leadership of our temple, but the direction our temple 
will take for the ensuing year. On Saturday December 10th Kismet will hold our Annual Holiday Party. 
Come and celebrate the holiday season and the end of the year with all of our Kismet family. As the 
late Fall is upon us and nature prepares to go to sleep ï my time as your Potentate of 2016 is almost 
up. What a year it has been. As your Potentate I have had the opportunity to experience things; go 
places and most importantly ï meet Nobles that I otherwise would not have. These experiences I will 
remember, always. I want to wish the best of luck and success to all of our new Nobles. Although my 
small journey in Kismet is ending, your big journey in Kismet is just beginning. Make the most of every 
opportunity. Attend events and join with your brother Nobles in fun and fellowship. To our veteran 
members, thank you for staying the course. As the year draws to a close I would like to take this op-
portunity to sincerely thank all the Nobles and the entire family of Kismet. I would especially like to 
thank my Divan for all of their efforts. I also would like to thank our dedicated Culinary Unit; Roadrun-
ners and Building Committee and all our other clubs and units and Nobles for their labors, as well. I 
would also like to thank all of the Past Potentates (of whose ranks I will shortly join) for all your efforts 
as well as your council, advice and wisdom. I would also like to congratulate, in advance, our New 
Potentate and his Divan and I would like to extend to them the very best wishes for luck and success 
for 2017. In 2016 Kismet begin a great long journey by taking a few small steps. I am more than confi-
dent that in 2017 we will take more steps on that journey in the year and years to come. On behalf of 
Lady Dawn and little Michael, I would like to wish all of you a very Merry Christmas; Happy Holidays 
and all the best of health and success for a very Happy New Year! 
 
From the front of the caravané 
 
-Larry Dittmer     LarryD@volkertprecision.com Å (516) 361-5044 

Hello Nobles 

Kismet continues to grow to be a vital part of the community and support our Hospitals. We have 
recently been given an introduction to the Regional Managers of the Stop & Shop supermarket 
chain who have been great supporters of SHC. They have allowed Shriners to set up in front of 
their stores in the East Coast Region and collect donations for the hospitals, most recently to put 
towards payment of our new EOS imagining system in Boston.  This is a safer alternative to 
traditional X-rays and many of our hospitals have now purchased them for their orthopedic clinics. 
The Stop & Shop management has visited SHC Boston numerous times and have pledged their 
support to the cause.  

I ask that all Nobles, especially the new ones, step up and take an active role in the Shrine. If you 
are unsure of what you can do, please speak with myself and/or Ill Sir Greg Feldman, our Public 
Relations Chairman. In addition to taking part in street fairs, parades and the like, the Road 
Runners, Culinary and other units can use your help. Remember that we are at Kismet every 
Monday night for food and fellowship and the cigar smokers are upstairs most every Friday night. 
This is a terrific opportunity to connect with the Divan, unit heads and other Nobles. 

This photo is from one of our Cigar Fridays. You can 
see that many Nobles come out to relax and end their 
week with good conversation and smokes.  

What? You donôt enjoy cigars? Then come make use 
of the Club on Monday or other nights. The Kismet 
Club is for you, Nobles, as a thank you for the hard 
work you do for Kismet and the Hospitalsðso take 
advantage of it.  

Remember that as a Noble of Kismet (or any other) 
Shrine, you are a worker and part of the greatest 
team with the greatest mission. We are here to 
support Shriners Hospitals for Childrenðnot to drink, not to smoke, not to eat. Those things we do 
to treat ourselvesé to refresh ourselves so that we can happily continue the hard work of spreading 
the word, raising funds and transporting children.  

All the best for the upcoming Holiday and New Year season 

 - Ill Sir Russell L. Magidson, PP, Recorder 

Recorder 



QUEENS-NASSAU COUNTY SHRINE 

CLUB OF KISMET TEMPLE 
MEETS ON THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH 

Speak with the Recorder for details 

Chief  

Rabban 

What is a Shriner 
Theyôre recognizable by the fezzes they wear on their heads and the little cars they 
drive. 
ñBeing a Shriner is the greatest thing that ever happened to me,ò 
   It hasn't changed my attitude to life but it has opened my heart every time I see my 
grandchildren I am so thankful that they are strong and healthy. I think how lucky I am. I 
think of what I can do for the Parents and Grandparents of the children that are in our 
hospitals. I know by being a Noble of Kismet and paying my dues does help but is it 
enough. We need to keep our building running which takes not only money but 
volunteers to help run events and  to sustain the maintenance of the building. Everyone 
has ideas of what we should do and  that's great but we need people with those ideas 
to start and set them in motion. Think of this "by keeping this building strong we do help 
our kids ". 
   If you cant make an event at least support it ,in anyway you can, help us in advance 
by selling tickets, volunteer to set up the day before, lend a hand with getting supplies, 
anything you do help's Kismet and in return allows us to help the kids by allowing us to 
educate the public about Shriner's Hospital for Children and what we can do. 
Remember that's why we are here for the Kid's. Some of you forgot why you became a 
Shriner unless it was just to wear a ring and tell people you are a Shriner and do 
nothing else but complain. 
   I do want to thank all of those that haven't forgotten why we are hear and you know 
who you are. You don't need a pat on the back a medal or a fancy trophy, you are the 
ones that a simple smile by a Child In our Hospitals or a past patient that says thank 
you Mr. Shriner it's that feeling at that moment in your heart is the reason we are here. 
What an incredible feeling when you actually can say to yourself and mean it " that's 
why I'm here". 
   This year our Noble Holiday Party will be on Saturday night  December 10th from 7-
11. This will be a family event bring the kids. Come and meet Santa and the Rabbi. 
Tickets for the event are on sale now $20/ adult children under 14 are free. If anybody 
needs assistance call me I have lower cost  tickets for those in need. 
   Next year February 11th Kismet along with Trinity Lodge will have an exciting night 
of Comedy fun and laughter. Tickets are on sale at $40/ person and a discount for 
Lady's. Dinner will be served before the show. Space is limited so order your tickets 
early. Nobles Brothers and friends have already purchased tickets at this discounted 
price. For advanced ticketing call Jeff Arist 516-579-4069 or leave you information in the 
Assistant Rabban mail box......  
 
 Jeffrey R. Arist 
 Chief Rabban Kismet 
 

The Black Camel 
 

Kismet sends our condolences to our family members whoôve suffered a loss recently 
 
May they rest in peace. 



From our Boston Hospital  

Second Annual Harvest Party Marks the Beginning of Fall 

Patients and staff enjoyed a relaxing afternoon planting flowers and 
tidying up our gardens at the 2nd annual Harvest Party. 

Patients got their hands dirty with interactive crafts and indulged on 
healthy snacks while taking in the crisp fall breeze. Local Eagle 
Scouts also joined the party and helped tend our therapeutic 
gardens, home to various fresh herbs and vegetables year-round.  

Dr. Sheridan Celebrates 25 Years 

 Robert L. Sheridan, M.D., the assistant chief of staff and medical director 
of the burn service, is celebrating his 25 year anniversary here at SHC ð 
Boston. We would like to extend our thanks to Dr. Sheridan for his dec-
ades-long commitment and lifesaving work.   

 ñIôve had the privilege of working with many excellent physician leaders 
throughout my career, but Dr. Sheridan is without a doubt one of the best. 
 He excels in all areas of our mission, clinical, education and research and 
he is well liked and respected by our staff, patients/families and col-
leagues. Congratulations on your 25 years at SHCð Boston and thank 
you for the incredible impact you have had on countless lives,ò said Hospi-
tal Administrator John OôNeill.  

Therapeutic services department uses 3D software to maximize burn 

outcomes 

The therapeutic services team at Shriners Hospitals for Children ð Boston is 

committed to providing patients and their families with the highest quality 

burn care by utilizing the most recent technologies in scar suppression. One 

of the more recent technologies is the portable 3D laser non-contact scanner 

for burn mask fabrication  

Read more at http://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/news/

BOS_face_scanner 

More News from SHC Boston is available at 

http://www.shrinershospitalsforchildren.org/en/Locations/boston 



Bellmore Street Fair ¹2016  

Kismet Nobles and supporters were on hand this past September 17th at the annual Bellmore Fair. We had a great 
space, visible to all of the families passing by to and from the rides. 
 


