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The Shrinersô Pledge 
 
I pledge allegiance to my flag 
and to the country for which it 
stands, one nation, under  
G-D, indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all. 

El Puente Screening Clinic  

On November 19, 2011, 
a health screening clinic 
was held in the 
Williamsburg 
community of Brooklyn, 
NY.   

Of the thirty-six children 
who came to the health 
fair: twenty went 
through the screening 

process, four will need follow-up visits and two were referred 
to the Philadelphia Shrinersô Hospital for Children.  

This was a well-planned, well-coordinated and well-executed 
project from the word go. Read more about it inside this 
issue. 

 

Ý Installation of OfficersðJan 9th 

Ý Superbowl PartyðFeb 5th 

Ý Bingo NightðMarch 31st 

Ý Potentateôs BallðApril 21st 

Ý Masters & Wardens BrunchðApril 28th 

Ý NY IslandersðMarch 4th 

Ý LI DucksðMay 20th 

Ý NY MetsðStay tuned for details! 

Keep an eye open for these upcoming events: 

JanðFeb 2012 

Rainbow Girls Holiday Party  

 

A number of Kismet Nobles had the pleasure of 
attending the Holiday Party hosted by the Rainbow Girls. 
Pam, Samantha and all of their group put together a 
wonderful party complete with home-made snacks, 
fundraising drawings for the HPTF and games (including 
a contest to see who can be transformed into the  best 
looking human Christmas tree. Who would you pick as 
the winner? Iôd say ñeveryone!ò 

 

Kismet Clowns ¹Always a Hit  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children always have fun when the Kismet Clowns 
are around. Here a few take a moment to pose during 
the AHRC Holiday Party. Good job! 

Having fun and helping kids  

is what Kismet is about ¹Join in the fun!  

Congratulations to the 2012 Divan  
 

The Nobility has spoken and the Divan for 2012 has been 
chosen. Congratulations go out to all of the Divan 
members, as well as heartfelt thanks to the outgoing 
Potentate, Ill. Joe Savaglio. 

 

Your Divan is committed to making Kismet Shrine the 
most fun and welcome place it can be and you can help 
by taking part in the activities and events. 



KISMET½S 2011 DIVAN AT A GLANCE 
Potentate Ill. Sir Russell L. Magidson (Lady Hana)  

 649 7th Avenue, New Hyde Park NY 11040  

 Phone: 516-522-0620, Email: RLMagidson@gmail.com 

Chief Rabban  Michael Iannone   Phillip42@optonline.net, 917-297-6808 

Assistant Rabban Greg Feldman   GFeldman@mwellp.com, 516-242-1042 

High Priest & Prophet George Heyen   clown04@verizon.net, 516-599-2550 

Oriental Guide  Michael J. Finocchio   travelermjf@optonline.net , 516-647-4372 

Treasurer  Alphonse Graziose  ButchG123@hotmail.com, 516-242-1072 

Recorder  Ill. Joseph A Santillo PP  kismet2006@optonline.net, 516-513-1266 

 

Membership Chairman   Mike Smith mickdog@gmx.com, 516-322-2922 

Director     Leo Johnson mrbigs72@gmail.com, 718-778-6922 

Hospital Transportation Chairman Sam Zakian zakiansl@aol.com, 516-798-3373 

Hospital Transportation Co-Chairman John Hassell jhassell1937@optonline.net 

Captain of the Guard  William Bontemps 

Outer Guard   Laurence C. Dittmer  

Trustees    Ill. Donald Harrison, PP  

    Ill. Charles Schueler, PP 

    Ill. Robert Seldomridge, PP  

    Ill. Louis Barazotti, PP 

    Ill. Joseph Savaglio, PP 

Building Management  Leo Johnson 

    Lou Morales 

    Ill. Joe Santillo, PP 

    Ernie Crumb 

Chief Aide   Noble Richard Sherriff 

Chief Bandassador   Christopher Monturi 

Chief Ambassador in Memorium Ill. George Christie 

Chaplain    Charles V. Bunton 

Colonel of Units   Franklin Donato 

Colonel of Units Emeritus  William J, McMonigle 

Head of Culinary   Kenny Klein 

Mini Choppers   Ken Ruffino 

Yacht Club   Alphonse Graziose 

Donor Relations   Robert Di Carlo 

Photographers   Melvin Eckhaus 

    Michael J. Mucaria 

Public Relations Chairman  John Kelly III 

Speakers Bureau   Ill. Charles L. Schueler Jr., PP 

Potentates Ball Chairman  Greg Feldman 

Endowments, Wills and Gifts  Ill. Donald P. Harrison, PP 

Hadji Director   Robert Borst 

1st Ceremonial Master  John Pecorella  

2nd Ceremonial Master  Mike Finocchio 

Marshal    Caesar Baquerizo 

Honored Ladies   Ill. William Devine, PP 

Living Past Potentates: 
Ill. Willard F. Whitney, 1985 

Ill. William J. Devine, 1987 

Ill. Robert J. Haller, 1988 

Ill. Robert E. Lewis, 1991 

Ill. Robert W. Howard, 1992 

Ill. Donald Harrison, 1996 

Ill. Louis F. Barazotti, 1997 

Ill. Charles L. Schueler, Jr., 1998 

Ill. John E. Schwartzman, 2001 

Ill. Robert F. Smith III, 2002 

Ill. George R. Wacob, 2003 

Ill. Kenneth Sussman, 2004 

Ill. Robert Seldomridge 2005 

Ill. Joseph A. Santillo, 2006 

Ill. Mark Suckle, 2007 

Ill. Edward Chaini, 2008 

Ill. Michael L. Marmo III, 2009 

Ill. William T. Francis, 2010  

Ill. Joseph Savaglio, 2011 

Shriners Hospitals Board Members 
 

Ill. Joseph Savaglio, PP (Philadelphia) 

Noble Greg Feldman (Boston, Associate) 

Ill. Charles Scheuler, Jr., PP (Philadelphia, Emeritus) 

Ill. Lou F. Barazotti, PP (Boston, Emeritus) 

Ill. Joseph Santillo, PP (Philadelphia, Associate) 



Notes From the Divan  

High Priest 

and Prophet  

Dear Brother Nobles: 
Congratulations are to be given to our new Illustrious Potentate, Russell Magidson! 
I anticipate a rewarding year for him and his Lady and look forward to working to-
gether . 
I am humbled and grateful for your vote of confidence in me at our last meeting. I 
look forward to my new position as High Priest and Prophet. 
The best way I can thank all of you is to give the newly elected divan and members 
of the shrine, my utmost support. 
Once again our Childrensô Christmas party  was celebrated. As always many 
hands and hearts made this event possible. 
 
Keep smiling  
George " Chuckles" Heyen   
 

To all those who could not make it, well you missed a great time at the Children's 
Holiday Party. We still managed to scrape up at least 200 Toys from the John 
Theissen Foundation. Santa was on hand to take the many requests from all the 
kids. The Clowns did a wonderful job keeping our guests busy. A special thanks 
always goes to Maria Follenius for her time. 
 We had plenty of Food for everyone. I would like to thank all the Kismet nobles 
who voulentered to help make this a wonderful day. I would also like to 
congratulate our out going Potentate Joe Savaglio on a very productive year and 
our incoming Potentate Elect Russ Magidson on being elected our new 
Potentate. God speed and good luck to you Russ and the rest of the Divan. 
Happy Holidays. 

The Pote 

     I would like to thank the Nobles of Kismet Shrine for a great 2011 and for electing 
me to the position of Assistant Rabban. Your support and encouragement make each 
year at Kismet more fun and rewarding. Our Shrine has made great strides over the 
previous year and I will work hard to keep the momentum going with membership and 
social functions.  I have also completed a year as associate member of the Board of 
Governors for the Shriners Hospital for Children in Boston.  My service to the board is 
very rewarding and adds to the Shrine experience.  Finally, I and my Lady Tracy hope 
you all have had a great holiday season and the New Year brings you joy and happi-
ness.  

Assistant 

Rabban 

Chief 

Rabban 

Nobles allðThough I write this message (technically) as Potentate-Elect, Iôm 
already busier than I could have imagined solidifying plans for the upcoming year.  
No time, perhaps, to bask in the warmth of having your trust in being elected, but 
time surely to say Thank You to the Nobles of Kismet Shrine for having the faith and 
confidence in me. Thanks also to all of you whoôve stepped up to help organize the 
yearôs events.  
Iôve posted the entire years calendar inside the back cover of this issue of The Fez 
in hopes that you will mark out time on your calendars now.  We have a number of 
HPTF as well as Hospital fund raisers which take the form of attending NY Mets, 
Islanders and Ducks games. There couldnôt be an easier and more fun way to 
support our Children than to enjoy these events with your friends, family and fellow 
Nobles.  
Remember that it is the responsibility of all Nobles to be involved in Kismetôs 
activities and events. We cannot continue to move forward unless everyone is 
committed and taking an active role. Come to the Stated Meetings, enjoy Club 
Kismet every Monday, volunteer to work on our events. It doesnôt take much when 
we work together. 
This yearôs motto is: We Always Have Time For Kids. Be that time with the Road 
Runners, time at our events or time clowning around. Itôs all for our Children. 



Notes From the Divan  

 

Oriental  

Guide 

Hi My Brother Nobles , I would like to thank all that voted for me and those who didn't . 
The idea of voting for or against someone or something , we take for granted but we 
should delight in the fact we have this opportunity we take for granted . I would like to 
thank you for your confidence in me and will do my best for you and the Shrine .     
 
Sincerely , Brother Noble Oriental Guide Michael J. Finocchio  

As the year comes to a close, so has a special time in my life. Franie was a very 
special Lady to a lot of people, not just me. I know the Lord will hold her and keep 
her safe until the time when we can be together again. I want to thank everyone 
who was there to see me through, and yes things do change, and the memories of 
the last two years are not as raw. The good times shine through and everthing 
else is pushed away. 
As the New Year starts, Kismet is looking at a positive membership flow, the first 
one in many years. The Club seems to be picking up interest with the members. 
Our Junior Past Potentate Ill. Joseph C. Savaglio will be throwing his hat in the 
Imperial ring, and Kismet may have its second Imperial officer before long. Cigar 
night at the Club is doing well (fourth Friday of every month). Kismet will be start-
ing a Pool/Dart Club in the new year, so if you fancy yourself a Willy Moscony, 
dust off your cue and come on down. As for my New Year, who knows, keep your 
eye on the Fez, and I will see you in the funny papers. 
Ill. Joe Santillo, PP, Recorder 

The 

Recorders 

Desk 

HAPPY NEW YEAR to all Nobles of Kismet and their families! I hope that every-
one had a wonderful holiday season. To start off the New Year, I would like to sin-
cerely thank Ill. Joseph Savaglio for all his efforts as our Potentate for 2011 and 
wish him good luck in all his future endeavors. Congratulations to our new Poten-
tate for 2012, Ill. Russell Magidson and all the best for what I know will be a won-
derful year. As we start yet another year anew, now is a great opportunity for our 
new nobles to join one of Kismetôs fine clubs and units. The more involved you 
are; the more enthusiastic you will become. Come down to our meetings and let 
your voices be heard. There is no monopoly on great ideas! To our nobles who 
havenôt been around in awhileé come back and see the great improvements that 
have taken place and become a part of the great changes that will occur. Kismetôs 
ñwelcome matò is always out! And, to our senior membersé onto you is retained 
something which money cannot buy; something that is always needed, year-round 
ï WISDOM. The young(er) nobles of Kismet (especially myself) look to you for 
guidance, advice, counsel and for the great recollections of Kismet days-gone-by. 
You are needed and you are appreciated! Nobles young and old!!! Remember, 
Kismet is OUR Temple! What it is and what becomes of it is entirely up to us ï 
ALL of us. So lets make this year a good one! From the outer edge of the Oasisé 
 
-Larry Dittmer   fieldmarshal1@optonline.net  ǒ  larryd@volkertprecision.com  

The Outer 
Guard 



From elsewhere in the desert  

Mini Choppers 

The Culinary 
Unit 

NoblesðThe Mini Choppers are in need of good men to ride and take part in 
parades and other Shrine events. Please stop by and get to know us, weôre a 
terrific bunch and have lots of fun! 

Nobles all 

The Culinary Unit (Kenny Klein, Leo Johnson, Greg Feldman and Russell 
Magidson) would like to thank you for your continuous support on Mondays. By 
support, we mean both financial, by your dinner donations, and fraternal, by your 
being there and sharing your time with us. 

Donating $5 for dinner is a small amount to pay for a good meal with friends, but 
adds up over time. In fact, the donations have added up enough that Culinary is 
very pleased to announce that we are donating $1,000 to the Patientôs Hospital 
Transportation Fund. 

Know though, that just because Culinary is handing over the money, it is your 
donation. The side effect of your coming out to spend time together, to break bread 
together, made this donation happen.  

Thanks to all of you for this gift to our Children.  

We worked hard to promote the screening clinic, and we were successful in our en-
deavors.  Some of the newspapers we bought small black and white advertisements 
in were kind enough to give us an extra week or run an article about Shriners.  Now 
they all know about us and what we do, some have offered to collect can pop tops for 
the SHC.   We appreciate all the help so many offered.   If you would be willing to 
help out by delivering a package of posters, flyers and coloring books to your neigh-
borhood fire house to inform them of our resources, please reach out to   JohnJKelly-
III@Gmail.com          

Be proud to be a Shriner.   

Public 

Relations 

Clowns 
The clowns are always looking for Nobles who have a big heart and a warm smile.  
Their Ladies and children are welcome to join the auxiliary unit and participate in 
our activities.  We meet on Monday nights on the third floor and will be able to help 
in everything you need to know .  Please reach out to  JohnJKellyIII@Gmail.com   

... keep 'em smiling ...  

Join a unit, get involved.  

Remember: Have Fun and Help Kids!  



Floss & Wipe teeth-cleaning cloths are a great way to get your 

teeth clean, anywhere and any time.  

They also make great giveaways and promotional premiums for a 
restaurant, dental-care office, tooth-whitening studio and 

promotional events. Try them and get some samples next time 

youôre in Kismet Shrine. 

Call or email for more information now 

 516-522-0620 
 Info@FlossAndWipe.com 

Nobles helping nobles  

Noblesðthis is your opportunity to showcase your business and/or skills to all who read The Fez. All things being equal, 
why not support your Fraternity by working with Brother Masons and Shriners before a stranger.  

To help defray the cost of The Fez, business card advertising will cost only $50/year 

 

To place your business card here, contact the Fez editor, Russell L. Magidson:  

(516-547-0945, RLMagidson@gmail.com).  

Receive 10% off  your Bonbinoôs order with this ad 



Blessed by the kindness of others  

In August 2004, Chinonye Omeje was stirring a pot of stew outside the familyôs hut in their Nigerian 
village. The pretty, slender 14-year-old suffered an epileptic seizure and fell face-first into the fire, 
the pot dumping its scalding contents onto her head. Her injuries were grievous: Much of her face 
was melted away, along with an ear. Her right hand was disfigured, and there were deep scars on 
her neck and chest. 
She spent a year in an unsanitary, understaffed rural clinic, wrapped like a mummy in gauze 
bandages. There she was discovered by a Nigerian-born American citizen, who arranged for Chi 
Chi, as she is called, and her mother, Helen, to come to Boston for medical treatment. 
Boston Shriners Hospital for Children began pro bono reconstruction on her face, and Dr. Victor 
Perez of Bascom Palmer Eye Institute in Miami agreed to attempt to restore some vision. In 2009, 
Chi Chi regained some sight in one eye and was able to see her motherôs face for the first time in 
five years. 
With help from the nonprofit Childrenôs Burn Foundation, mother and daughter were able to get an 
apartment in Milton, where the public school system provided a tutor. Devout Christians, they joined 
Bethel Pentecostal Church in Dorchester, whose congregation has embraced them. A pro bono attorney helped them to get an 
extended medical visa. 
A huge bonus occurred when Chi Chi got connected three years ago to the Perkins School for the Blind in Watertown, where she 
flourished. At graduation last spring, Chi Chi had a whole row of well-wishers. There were whoops as she walked down the aisle with 
her white cane, and louder whoops when she received the class leadership award. 
But the biggest smile in the place belonged to Chi Chi. ñI love Perkins,ôô she says. ñThis is where I found my friends.ôô 
They love her there, too. ñChi Chi has a profound spirit of hope and joy,ôô says one staff member. ñShe believes in possibilities, and itôs 
almost as though her believing makes the possibilities come true.ôô 
Since I first wrote about Helen and Chi Chi in 2007, I have come to know them well. (I have been ñGod-blessedôô by them so often, I 
should be in good shape with the Almighty for life.) 
In my work as a reporter, Iôve interviewed scores of victims and heroes (and scoundrels). I do not exaggerate when I say that Chi Chi 
and Helen are the bravest people I know. 
Helen worries, of course, but never complains. Chi Chiôs doctors have told her they wish they had more patients like her, with her 
cheerful attitude despite extensive - and doubtless, painful - medical treatment. 
There have been setbacks. Chi Chiôs partial vision, restored by Dr. Perez, has faded because of infection. She can no longer see, but 
Perez is still working with her. 
The womenôs main sorrow is not seeing their loved ones back home for seven years now. Chi Chi has seven siblings, along with her 
father, in Nigeria, which is rife with corruption and poverty. A school teacher earning about $500 a year - when he was paid - her dad 
has been forced into retirement to make way for an officialôs relative who wanted the job. Today, he makes a living from the three 
goats he breeds. 
Helenôs youngest was 12 when she last saw him; now he is 19. ñHeôs a big boy now,ôô says Helen, who buys $2 calling cards for brief 
weekly calls back home. ñHe says, óMami, when am I going to see you again?ô ôô 
Since Helen and Chi Chi left home, a daughter has married, a son-in-law has died of malaria, and three grandchildren - Precious, 
Favor, and Jennifer - have been born. 
Though 21 is a landmark birthday celebrated here, Chi Chiôs luck began to go south when that birthday arrived for her a year ago. She 
ñaged outôô of both the Childrenôs Burn Foundation and Shriners Hospital, which serve clients only until age 21. The Milton school 
system paid her way at Perkins until she turned 22, in October. 
Helen panicked: How would they pay the rent? Who would finish the substantial work needed on Chi Chiôs face? How could she 
continue her education? At graduation from Perkins, she had received a certificate, not a diploma, since she had missed so much 
class because of medical appointments. 
Some of those worries have been put to rest. Helen says: ñI thank God for America.ôô She believes - and sheôs no doubt right - that her 
daughter would be dead if they hadnôt come here. 
Through an informal ñdream teamôô - their pro bono attorney, Perkins, Chi Chiôs primary care physician, their church, the town of Milton 
social worker, neighbors - Chi Chiôs future appears brighter. 
Perkins has awarded her a scholarship to attend class three days a week for this school year. The school has also helped with rent, as 
have many others, though only for the short term. 
Perhaps most important, Brigham and Womenôs Hospital is providing facial reconstruction with Dr. Julian Pribaz and Dr. Bohdan 
Pomahac, who led the team that did the first full face transplant in this country. 
Chi Chi has recently gone in a few times to have her back injected with fluid, stretching her skin and leaving humps, which is making 
the skin softer for grafting purposes. Again, never a complaint or whimper. 
Helen doesnôt know what the future holds, but as usual, she believes God will provide. ñIf you trust God and do the right things, God 
will help you and allow nice people to come into your life.ôô 
For whatever reason, secular or spiritual, itôs true that Helen and Chi Chi Omeje have depended on the kindness of others, who have 
yet to let them down. 





 

Three Brothers Honored  

It was a pleasure seeing three of our own Nobles being recognized for their exem-
plary achievements in Masonry 

Our own Mark Suckle the new Grand lodge representative to Cost Rica. 

Noble Phil Chapnik our new representative to Bogot§ Columbia. 

Also looking East, one of our newer nobles David Rothstein receives his award for 
completion of another Masonic Library Course. 

Masonry makes good men better, many people worry that the shrine dilutes a ma-
sonôs involvement with masonry, I was thrilled to 
see these 3 shining examples of involved shiners 
being made better Masons 

Humbly submitted, 

Kenny  ñCooksò Klein 

 

Your humble Editor mistakenly mistook the many news articles submitted about Noble Mahoney as an obituary instead of 
the Lifetime Achievement Honor that it was meant to be.  

I ask for the forgiveness from him and his family for my error and hope that I have caused no undue concern to his many 
friends and family members. 

Prompted by his daughter Barbara, I would like to add a bit more Kismet history about Mr. Mahoney: 

Ned began his association with the Kismet Band in Brooklyn in the 1930ôs. He was a student of the Ernest Williams School 
in Brooklyn, and Ernest brought Ned into the Masonic Fraternity, and later the Shrine (on 
January 22,1943). Ned became one of the world famous Cornet Trio of the Edwin Franko 
Goldman Band (pictured below) with Frank Elsass and Leonard Smith. The Goldman Band 
was famous for playing at least two or three times a week at outdoor concerts in Central Park 
and Brooklynôs Prospect Park. 

Ned began with the Kismet Band as a Cornet 
player, and later as the Bandmaster. He 
remained Bandmaster from 1968 until he 
retired from that position as Bandmaster 
Emeritus in 1988.  

In 1977 Ned organized an All Star Band, 
consisting of Shriners, musicians from the 
Freeport Fire Department Band, and personal 
musician friends of Ned from all over the 
metropolitan area. Ned and his All Star Band 
raised $50,000 to benefit ALS research over 
six years. 

Words written by our own Ill. Charlie Shueler 
back in 2003 best sum it up: Ned has been ñan 

inspiration to the many students, musicians, Masons, Shriners, and people whose lives you 
have touched. Nedôs handshake is still firm, and he is still quick to smile. He remains Kismetôs óMr. Shriner,ô and I am proud 
to call him Brother, Noble and my friend.ò 

Ned stands as the oldest member of Kismet Shrine and has the longest membership of 68 years. 

John E. (Ned) Mahoney ¹ »MR. SHRINER» 


